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Class Objectives
· Become acquainted with PPLD’s genealogical resources and how to use them 
· Learn the limits of the internet
Why use the Internet?
If you believe media hype, finding information on ancestors is as easy as the click of a mouse. However, compared to the information in books, microform, and original records it’s just a drop in the bucket. But that “drop in the bucket” is getting larger and larger all the time. 

Remember you will not be able to do your entire family tree and get all your documentation online, but internet resources can be an efficient tool. You will need to go to libraries and archives, use microfilm and print materials in addition to the Internet. You will need to get copies or digital images of actual documents. A listing of a deed, will, or marriage record from information on the internet is not enough. You MUST print the information you find online to go to the original record or a reliable digital copy of the record.
What the Internet helps genealogists do:
· Network with others.
· Get clues to follow.
· Get solid information from actual images of census records, etc.
· Save travel time and costs.
Choosing a computer program for genealogy

· Cyndi’s List of software and computers

http://www.cyndislist.com/software/articles/
· Comparison chart of ten genealogy software programs
http://genealogy-software-review.toptenreviews.com/
· Genealogy software reviews
www.gensoftreviews.com
· Wikipedia article comparing a large number of genealogy programs 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_genealogy_software
There are three basic types of genealogical resources on the Internet:
· Online genealogies

· Online records

· Online leads to offline genealogies and records

· Guide to searching

Getting started

· Start with yourself and go back in time.

· Talk with family members.

· Make a list of variant spellings of the name you are searching. As you search online you will find new ones to add to your list.
· Keep your ancestor information at hand.
· Look for one piece of information at a time.
· Use bookmarks and favorites to keep track of where things are. Create folders to organize your search

General information on evaluating websites

Ask yourself:

· Who created the database or web page?

· When was the page created and last updated?

· Where does the information come from? Are sources cited?

· Does the information agree with what you know to be fact and make sense?
PPLD’s Online Resources (Databases)

· Access Newspaper Archive

Only available in the library. The Newspaper Archive has newspaper articles dating from 1609 to the present. 

· Ancestry - Library Edition

Only available in the library. Genealogy research tool, including census records, military records, probate records, directories, and more.
· Ancestry.com

Only available in the library. Full personal subscription including international records.

· Chicago Tribune Death Notices

Find obituaries and death notices for individuals within the last 150 years. (1860 - Current). 

· Chicago Tribune Historical (1849-1989)



Tribune historical articles archive

· Daily Herald Archive

Arlington Heights history from 1901-2016.  From Access Newspaper Archive.

· Fold3

Only available in the library. Primarily a source of military records
· GenealogyBank Library Edition
America's GenealogyBank provides access to millions of genealogical records from 1652 to the present day. Find and browse digital images of American obituaries, marriage notices, birth announcements, casualty lists, military and government documents and other primary sources. 

· HeritageQuest Online

Resource for census data, family records, local histories, PERSI, Freedman’s Bank, American Revolutionary War, and family and local history books. 
· Newspapers.com

Only available in the library. A searchable database with  thousands of historical newspapers.
Useful Weblinks
· Chicago Census Records 

http://www.alookatcook.com/
Search Chicago census records. There are maps of the city for 1870, 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920, and 1930 including boundary descriptions for wards, townships, and enumeration districts.

· Chicago Newspapers at the Chicago Public Library 

http://www.chipublib.org/chicago-newspapers-on-microfilm/
Listing of the Harold Washington Library Center microfilm holdings.

· Cook County Clerk’s Office – Genealogy Online 

http://www.cookcountygenealogy.com/
Search for birth certificates, marriage licenses, and death certificates in Cook County. Note that there is a charge if you want a copy of the documents
· Cyndi's List of Genealogy Sites on the Internet 

http://www.cyndislist.com/
A huge list of over 330,000 links categorized & cross-references in over 90 categories. 

· Ellis Island Records 

http://www.ellisisland.org/
Explore your family history at Ellis Island. You can search for your ancestors using this database of immigrants who passed through Ellis Island from 1892 to 1924.

· Family Search 

https://familysearch.org/
Similar to Ancestry, but free. Search for information about your ancestors. This site is sponsored by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.

· Find a Grave 

http://www.findagrave.com/
A free resource to find graves of famous people and ancestors.
· Illinois State Archives 

https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives/
The Illinois State Archives serves by law as the depository of public records of Illinois state and local governmental agencies.

· Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists 

http://nwscg.com/
Focus is on the history and genealogy of Mount Prospect, Arlington Heights and surrounding suburbs. Our major purposes were, and still are, to: promote the study of genealogy and history, conduct programs and workshops, encourage preservations of private and public records and assist members in the study of family history.

· RootsWeb 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
Social media for genealogy researchers. Upload a family tree, share information through an email list, message board (same as Ancestry’s)  or search of the databases available on the site.
· The US GenWeb Project
http://usgenweb.org/
A free website maintained by volunteers who provide websites for genealogical research by country and state. (There is no link to it on the PPLD website yet, but there soon will be)
Online Networking

Most genealogy websites have ways to network with researchers.

· Blogs

· Forums

· Direct contact (email, etc.)

Benefits: clarification of dates, etc., missing names, photos, comparing notes to fix errors, etc. Users can connect with others researching similar areas and share information. 
Downside: information that is unconfirmed, people who want to grab all your data.

Methods: message boards, mailing lists, surname sites/person web pages, newsgroups

· A collection of genealogical forums. Requires free registration.
genforum.genealogy.com
· The main page for the forums above. This site includes free online classes. Related to Ancestry.com 

www.genealogy.com
· The blog page for Family Search
familysearch.org/blog

 HYPERLINK "https://familysearch.org/blog/" /
· The blog page for Ancestry.com. Requires free registration.
blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry

 HYPERLINK "http://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/" /
· Message boards for Ancestry.com. Requires free registration. boards.ancestry.com

 HYPERLINK "http://boards.ancestry.com/" /
· Eastman’s Online Genealogy Blog is a well known source of genealogical news and information.  
http://blog.eogn.com/
· Also related to Ancestry.com, this site allows sharing uploaded family trees and has several forums. 

rootsweb.ancestry.com/
Online Help
Most websites have Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) and Help functions to aid with searching and using the site. 
FamilySearch.org has a huge amount of helpful information, videos, a blog and more. If all else fails, you can contact FamilySearch directly with phone call, email or live chat. Just click on the Get Help button.  

Ancestry.com’s Learning Center tab is free and contains how-to articles, FAQ and webinars. 
Don’t forget to check out http://www.youtube.com/. There are tens of thousands of genealogy videos there. 
Ongoing research

Revisit databases and websites to see if new records have been added since your last visit. 
Online genealogies

· Compilations of contributed genealogies

DAR and SAR

www.dar.org
· Messages posted to surname, locality and topically specific message boards and email lists.

· Data posted to various other web pages, including personal ones

· Queries posted to various query bases, including USGENWEB

· Free lineage linked databases

www.familysearch.org LDS

www.rootsweb.com
Additional Online Resources
Free Websites

· U.S. GenWeb

Started in Kentucky by volunteers and has expanded to all states.
Lookups: people will search for you, some fees

Data: user submitted info

Research: links and sources

Queries: message board

· National Archives

http://www.archives.gov/
· Cemetery records

www.interment.net
www.daddezio.com/cemetery locate cemeteries

Old cemeteries: http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gnispublic/ 

www.rootsweb.com: through this site—possible photos of 
headstones….

· Land Records

www.glorecords.blm.gov
· Find a Grave
www.findagrave.com
Online leads to offline genealogies and records

Search engines are tools that can help you find information on the Internet. This is not a comprehensive list, but it will be enough to get you started
· Dogpile





· Metacrawler

· Google

· Linkpendium.com

Genealogy specific search engine
Don’t forget…
Maps

Library of Congress

Books

GoogleScholar, University of Michigan and Cornell

First Person Narratives
Library of Congress
Cyndi’s List

Best way to use is if you have a general topic of interest, i.e. are doing Quaker genealogy but don’t know anything about Quaker genealogy.
Copyright and sharing

Facts cannot be copyrighted but narrations, compilations, and creative works can be.

A pedigree chart is not protected by copyright, but a book or article is.

Fair use allows us to make a limited number of copies from copyrighted works for person or educational use.

Copyright laws are different in different countries.

For basic U.S. copyright information:

http://palimpsest.stanford.edu/bytopic/intprop/circ1.html
Privacy, etiquette, and security

Be aware of privacy and legal issues.

Do not put information about living persons online—think of their privacy

Privacy laws vary from country to country. In the United States it is 72 years from date of creation to release records. In Canada and the British Isles it is 100 years.

Scams, hoaxes, and such

To avoid being misled or spending money for something that is not what it is, look at these websites:

www.genealogytoday.com/genealogy/watchlist/index.html
www.cyndislist.com/myths.htm
Remember: Have Fun!
For questions, please contact me at:

Arthur Krull

Librarian 
Palatine Public Library District
847-358-5881 x193

akrull@palatinelibrary-org
Local Libraries and Genealogy Groups

Arlington Heights Memorial Library

Shackley Room

Main Telephone Number: 847-392-0100

Michael Mulholland, Genealogy Librarian

Telephone Number: 847-870-3643

Computer-Assisted Genealogy Group of Illinois (CAGGNI)

www.caggni.org
P.O. Box 59567

Schaumburg, IL 60159

Family Search Center (LDS), Schaumburg

1320 W. Schaumburg Road

Schaumburg, IL 60194

847-885-4130

Tuesday 9-9, Wednesday and Thursday 1-9, Saturday 9-1

Northwest Suburban Council of Genealogists

www.nwscg.com
P.O. Box 148

Mount  Prospect, IL 60056

info@nwscg.com
Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Group
www.stdl.org
Main Telephone Number: 847-985-4000

Meets the second Tuesday of the month

Tony Kierna, Genealogy Librarian
Telephone Number: 847-923-3390
Palatine Library Genealogy Group
Meets the first or second Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm (Usually) 
Arthur Krull – Genealogy/Local History Librarian

847-358-5881 x193 

Ancestry.com VS. Ancestry Library Edition (ALE) 
What is the difference between Ancestry.com and the Ancestry Library Edition? 

Ancestry.com is designed for the individual so there is a lot of personalized functionality and there are personalized options available to individual subscribers that are not available on our institutional sites.

The following is a list of the major features and functionality that Ancestry.com subscribers have available that are not included in the institutional versions of Ancestry:

Family Trees Tab 
This section of the site has many great ways to share and manage all the great information you find at Ancestry.com including the ability to upload photos, documents and add stories about ancestors into Personal and Public Member Trees.

Collaborate Tab 
Browse or search millions of messages on thousands of surname, locality and topic-centric boards to connect and learn from long lost relatives and newfound friends. Use the Member Directory to search for other members of the Ancestry community who have common family history interests. 

Store Tab 
Buy your favorite Ancestry and other genealogical materials including Ancestry.com's The Source, Redbook, Printed Sources< and more! 

Additionally, there are certain databases that are available on Ancestry.com, that are NOT available on Ancestry Library Edition (ALE): 

· Historical Newspaper Collection

· Family and Local History Collection

· Obituary Collection

· Periodical Source Index (PERSI)

· Filby's Passenger and Immigration Lists Index (PLI)

· Biography & Genealogy Master Index (BGMI)

· Freedman's Bank Records
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