
������������������������������������

����



��������������������������



��������������������������



��������������������������



������



�



���� �



�����������������



�������������



����������	
������

�
������
�������
�������

�
���
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Calendar

Executive Director’s Report
August 2024

July kicked off with the Hometown Fest parade.  
For the first time, our float won “Best Overall.” Our
communications department worked extra hard
this year on the decorations and the overall 100th-
anniversary theme, and they did it while down a
manager.  I appreciate all that they did to make this
happen.  A big thank you to the teen volunteers,
staff who marched in the parade, and the
anniversary committee who are still working hard
to plan our September mini golf celebration. 

Two former staff members came back this month
to join our Management Team: Lupe Colin joined as
our new Rand Road Branch Manager and Kiel Cross
as the Communications Manager. We are excited
to have them back with fresh ideas and have been
busy training them.

Library database users will be happy to learn that
they can now access more of our databases easily
from home thanks to an authentication overlay
called EZproxy that was implemented this month.

Rotary 7/9, 7/23, 
POC (Partners for our
Community) intro meeting 7/9,
7/16
Palatine Chamber 7/16
Leading Through Crisis
Training 7/18
Foundation Meeting 7/18
District 211 Superintendent
Search Committee 8/8
Palatine Park District POC and
Clayson House rep. 8/12
Engberg Anderson 8/12

Every summer our departments utilize
teen volunteers to help run the Summer
Reading Program. This year, 54 teens

helped departments with projects such
as parade decorating, shelving books,

prepping crafts, and assisting with
programs.
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Employee Milestones

New Employees
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Staff You Should Know

Community Resource Center
and Partners for our
Communities

Partners for Our Communities (POC)
“leverages the services of over 30 partnering
organizations” to “meet the needs of the under-
resourced families.” They do this in four
locations.  Our Rand Road Branch is in POC’s
main facility, the Community Resource Center
(CRC). Rand Branch Manager Lupe Colin and I
met with CRC and POC staff to introduce
ourselves in our new roles and discuss ways to
strengthen our work together.  

The spaces we use for programs are leased by
other agencies that allow us to borrow them
when they are not in use.  Because of this, we
will be limited in the future on how much we
can increase programming at this location. 

We offer Extended Access at this location
when CRC staff are in the building for other
programs or agencies. The Extended Access
hours are dependent on CRC staffing.

Lupe will attend CRC meetings, and I serve on
the POC board. We hope to also add a staff
member to the POC Young Professionals
Board.
  

Rick has been a security guard at the Library since
2021. In addition to ensuring that everyone in the
building is safe, our security guards help with room
setup and are called upon by staff for all sorts of
assistance. They all are willing to help whether it is
rescuing a turtle or setting up a storyroom. You
don't have to take my word for it, see what his
coworkers have to say about him. 

Lupe Colin joined Member Services as Rand Road
Branch Manager
Marisol joined Youth and Teen Services as a sub
Kiel Cross joined as Communications Manager

Jennifer Sobel celebrated her 10-year work
anniversary.
Tracie Padal celebrated her 25-year work
anniversary.

“You are kind people for
saving the turtle in the
garage.”

“Thank you so much for going
above and beyond.”

“Thanks for clearing out the van
after the parade and helping us
prepare for the fire inspection.”

Thanks for clearing out the
storyroom.. so fast! It was very
much appreciated by everyone!”
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